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Ochratoxins are mycotoxins produced by various fungi of the genus Aspergillus and Penicillium. 

The most prevalent and toxic ochratoxin is ochratoxin A and a notable feature of the ochratoxin A 

structure is the chlorine substituent, which appears to be important for its toxicity (Figure 1).
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Ochratoxin A can be found in a variety of foodstuffs including cereals, preserved meats, fresh and 

dried fruit, coffee and cheese. 

It can be genotoxic by directly damaging the DNA and carcinogenic to the kidney. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Ochratoxin A structure.  
 

 

In August 2022 the European Commission published the Commission Regulation (EU) 2022/1370 of 

5 August 2022 amending Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006 as regards maximum levels of ochratoxin A 

in certain foodstuffs.
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For details, please see the Annex to Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006, subsection 2.2 (Ochratoxin A) at 

the following link: 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022R1370&from=IT          

 

Foodstuffs listed in the Annex, lawfully placed on the market before 1 January 2023, may remain 

on the market until their date of minimum durability or use-by-date.
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Here following the new and updated MRLs for ochratoxin A in certain foodstuffs (Table 1): 

 

Table 1: New and updated MRLs for ochratoxin A in certain foodstuffs.
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Neotron proposal 

Neotron performs the analysis of ochratoxin A by LC-MS/MS technique, permitting to detect the 

residues in compliance with Commission Regulation (EC) 2022/1370 of 5 August 2022, that shall 

apply from 1 January 2023. 
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Contact us for more information: www.neotron.it 


